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its aspects, except the purely technical, This state of affairs
had its obvious drawbacks, and so in 1905, at my sugges-
tion, a separate Ministry of Commerce and Industry was
formed, which included a railroad department It happened
that the Minister of Commerce mishandled the railroad
tariffs to such an extent that it was found necessary to trans-
fer the railroad affairs back to the Ministry of Finances.
The construction of railroads fell entirely within the
authority of rny Ministry.   In those years the Russian rail-
road system was in a process of continuous and rapid
growth.   Naturally, the numerous concession seekers kept
flocking to my reception room.   Among them there were a
great many members of our highest aristocracy.   It was
then that I found out of what inferior stuff all these people
with ancient names were made.   Unlimited greed seemed to
be their chief characteristic.   These men who at Court
functions wore princely airs were ready to crawl on all
fours in my office, provided they could thus obtain some
financial advantage.   For many years some of these scoun-
drels and hypocrites have been holding the highest Court
positions and, at least outwardly, they have been intimate
with the Imperial family.
Speaking of railroad building it must be borne in mind
that in those years the Government was pursuing a con-
sistent policy of railroad construction and operation by the
State. This policy involved a series of transactions de-
signed to redeem the privately owned roads and turn them
over to the State.
It will not he an exaggeration to say that the vast enter-
prise of constructing the great Siberian Railway was carried
out owing to my efforts, supported, of course first by Eni-
peror Alexander III, and then by Emperor Nicholas II.
The idea of connecting European Russia with Vladivostok
by rail was one of the most cherished dreams of Alexander
IE. He spoke to me about it in the course of one of my